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Our school is named in honor 
of Iris Louise McPhetridge 
Thaden (1905-1979). Born and 
raised in Bentonville, she was a 
proud Arkansan and one of the 
greatest aviators of her time. 

Her pioneering and innovative 
spirit inspires our efforts to 
create a school that gives 
students roots and wings as they 
build strong foundations and 
soar to new heights in pursuit of 
their dreams.

Roots 
and Wings
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Mission

Our mission is to provide a balanced 
and challenging education that ignites 
in our students a passion for discovery 
and learning, prepares them to 
succeed in college, and inspires them 
to lead lives of integrity, purpose, and 
responsible global citizenship.
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Diversity

Faculty

• 53 Faculty

• 25% of Color

• 28 States and 6 Countries of Origin

Students

• 35% of Color

• 50:50 Girl:Boy Ratio

• 19% Students from Washington County

• 12 NWA Cities and Towns Where 
Students Reside

• 80% of Families Receive Need-Based 
Indexed Tuition
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In a small school, students are better 
able to form close relationships 
with teachers that will give them a 
stronger sense of belonging, self-
confidence, and responsibility.

• 15 Average Class Size

• 9:1 Student: Faculty Ratio at  
Full Enrollment

• 7 Average Number of Students  
in Each Faculty Advisory

Community
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Masterful 
Teaching 

Recruited from all parts of the United 
States and many parts of the world, 
our educators bring to our campus a 
passion for and mastery of the subjects 
they teach and the ability to educate, 
inspire, and mentor young people, 
inside and outside of the classroom. 
The diverse talents, interests, regional 
identities, and backgrounds of our 
faculty create a learning environment 
that empowers students to think 
expansively and imaginatively about 
their potential and the course of their 
journey in life.

• 53 Faculty

• 58% Master’s Degree

• 19% Doctorate Degree
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Cultivation  
of Potential

We prepare students for the many 
opportunities and challenges they 
will find in college and wherever 
else their interests and goals may 
carry them in life. Our educational 
programs develop not only students’ 
cognitive abilities and skills but also 
the social and emotional capacities 
essential to self-reliance, academic 
and professional success, and 
personal fulfillment. 
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Core 
Curriculum

A well-balanced curriculum  
empowers students:

• To think ethically, critically, and 
creatively about global issues and 
their local manifestations.

• To build coherent, compelling, and 
innovative arguments.

• To establish their voice in the world 
by writing and speaking well and 
expressing themselves creatively.

• To work independently and 
collaboratively.

• To see connections among 
the humanities, sciences, and 
mathematics as integrative 
disciplines in the search for 
knowledge, meaning, and beauty.
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Thaden School’s commitment to 
interdisciplinary understanding finds 
expression in our three signature 
programs – Meals, Reels, and Wheels – 
where students combine multiple fields 
of study and engage with community 
partners in ways that foster a strong 
sense of civic responsibility. Year-
end capstone Intensives projects and 
other forms of independent study, as 
well Community-Based Learning (CBL) 
courses, provide further opportunities 
for students to form and investigate their 
own questions from many perspectives.

REELS

WHEELS

Signatures and 
Special Programs 

MEALS
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Co-Curriculars

• Advisory program and a variety of 
co-curricular activities give students 
opportunities to explore and 
pursue their interests, engage with 
faculty, and build confidence while 
growing as leaders, volunteers, and 
contributors to the life and spirit of 
the school community.

• Oportunities for meaningful 
participation in athletics, 
performing arts, clubs, and other 
programs are abundant.

• 90% of our students contribute 
to campus life outside of their 
academic program.

• Thaden is a place that encourages 
civic discourse in the center of the 
United States.
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Athletics

We believe that athletic competition is 
integral to a well-balanced education. In 
addition to a robust physical education 
and wellness curriculum, we offer a 
number of team and individual sports 
that give students the opportunity 
to test their athleticism in healthy 
competitions that build character, school 
spirit, and a variety of cognitive skills

• Varsity and JV teams in Cross Country, 
Volleyball, Basketball, Baseball, Track 
and Field, and Soccer (Arkansas 
Activities Association teams)

• NICA Mountain Biking

• Competitive Gravel Cycling Team

• Ultimate Frisbee
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Campus

• 8 Blocks from Bentonville Square

• 30 Acres of campus

• Designed by a nationally renowned 
team of architects.

• Sparks curiosity

• Inspires creativity

• Invites reflection

• Provides points for community 
engagement

• Supports educational programs
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